
MA supervision Bochsler, 1 October 2018

The MA thesis roadmap (1)*
* to be adjusted to the dates fixed by the program

Workshop 1:
project idea

First idea
• title/theme
• courses 
on politics

• possible 
methods

Thesis idea
• research question
• identify literature
• possible cases
• possible method

Workshop 2:
research
design

Research design
8‐12 pp.
• lit review 
• research question
• theory+hypotheses
• case selection
• data
• method
• detailed time plan
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schedule office
hour before
15 Nov 2018

not mandatory

4.1. 19 18.2.19 4.3.19

Thesis 
workshop
+ feedback

Pre‐proposal
• research question
• embed in literature
• prelim. ideas of 
theory+hypotheses

• prelim. case select.
• prelim. data
• prelim. method

Equivalent to 
„Thesis proposal + 

outline + 
literature review“

(in a single document)

MA supervision Bochsler, 1 October 2018

The MA thesis roadmap (2)

Workshop 3:
empirical 
analysis

E‐mail:
• Define goals for 
workshop 3 
(approx. 
50% of empirical 
analysis)

• If necessary 
revisions
of research des.

Empirical analysis I
• goals set 
individually

• define goals
for workshop 4

Thesis 
submission

Defense
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15.4.19 29.4.19 27.5.19

Empirical 
analysis II
• goals set 
individually
(ca. 70%)

Short
written 
feedback

Individual 
feedback

max. 7 days
after thesis
workshop
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